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The objective of this study was to analyze studentsâ€™ difficulties in reading comprehension faced by thirty second graders at
SMAN 4 Banda Aceh. This research used mix-method approach and the data were collected through test and interview. This
research focused on five aspects in reading comprehension namely main idea, detail information, inference, reference, and
vocabulary. The result of this study shows that the major difficulty students face in reading comprehension is vocabulary (27%),
followed by main idea (23%), inference and reference (18%), and detail information (14%). Meanwhile, the factors of reading
comprehension difficulties are the absence of extensive reading, inadequate vocabulary, type of text, type of questions, the absence
of the use of reading strategy, and the uncertainty of studentsâ€™ reading levels. The findings suggested that English teachers
should measure the studentsâ€™ reading levels properly, clearly teach reading strategy, and apply an appropriate strategy in
teaching reading to motivate the students to read in English more.
